Bantu word meaning “human community,” or “I am
because we are.”

In workshops on global partnerships, we listened as
bishops and priests involved in work with the church
in Africa urged us to go to Africa, to hear the voices
there, and to experience “a Pentecost of the ears.”
Later we sat transfixed as Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
the conference’s keynote speaker, reminded us that
Consortium churches had helped finance the fight
against apartheid in South Africa and as he challenged
us to export, not guns and arrogant imperialism,
but our compassion and generosity. He said: “God
is saying to you, ‘Please help me to tame all kinds of
wildernesses into glorious gardens. If you fail, | have
failed. 1 have no one but you.”

Though Archbishop Tutu was speaking not in
tongues but in plain English, it was a Pentecostal
moment. At the Chapel of the Cross table across the
banquet room, Barbara and | turned to Stephen and
said, “The Chapel of the Cross must go to Africa.” He
replied, “You're right. Let’s get started.”

So in early Spring 2005 we got started. Parish
meetings to determine interest led to discussions
with leaders of the Diocesan Charter Committee on
Global Mission. Many of those who attended these
meetings, like Blanche and Henry, had had life-
long commitments to global outreach; others had
been part of the Chapel of the Cross’s and St. Paul
AME'’s mission trips to Costa Rica some years earlier.
Clearly there was interest in and a history, though an
interrupted one, of global mission activity in our parish.

So we took the next step, and by mid-summer
a Global Mission Steering Committee was meeting
regularly. After due deliberation the group—Annette
Kahn, Hugh Tilson, Curtis James from St. Paul AME,
Barbara, Stephen, and I—decided upon a three-
pronged global mission initiative: (1) In the short term
to do a mission trip to an accessible Latin American
country that would allow us (2) to explore a near-
range partner-parish relationship in Haiti, Costa Rica,
or Honduras and (3) to prepare for a longer-range
commitment to a project or parish in Africa.

Barbara made our first contact in Africa in February
2006. Joining clergy and parishioners from St. John’s,
Lafayette Square, Washington, DC, she visited
churches in Johannesburg and Capetown and spent
several days at the Kwasa School sponsored by St. Peter
and St. Paul in Springs, South Africa. (Representatives
from that parish and the Kwasa School were guests at
Chapel of the Cross the next year.)

Thanks to Hugh Tilson (now Deacon Hugh at
St. Matthew’s, Hillsborough) and the Social Ministry
Committee’s long-standing involvement with EIl Hogar,
the Episcopal-Church-sponsored orphanage and
school in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, we had a ready-made
destination for an initial mission trip to Latin America.
So for a week in May 2006, 14 of our parishioners
worked, worshiped, and loved the little boys at El
Hogar. Meanwhile, Vicky Jamieson-Drake, Chip
Matteson (then parish publications assistant), and | met
with Bishop Lloyd Allen and mission coordinators in
the Diocese of Honduras and visited dozens of projects
and parishes there.

Upon our return we presented our findings to the
Global Mission Committee that replaced the original
steering committee. The committee subsequently
recommended to the vestry that we send a team to
Honduras in 2007 to explore forming a partnership
with San Patricio, a new mission church in EI Progreso.
And when that team returned—inspired by the beauty
of Honduras, its people’s hospitality, and the crying
need we found there—the committee recommended
and the vestry approved a three-year parish partnership
that entails annual parish-to-parish visits and a $5,000
annual commitment on our part to the work of San
Patricio.

We had meant to go to Africa, but God sent us to
Honduras—not “instead,” but “also” and “just a bit
sooner.” The Chapel of the Cross will go to Africa:
Global Mission Chair Martha Dill is involved in the
planning stages of our diocese’s partnership with the
Diocese of Botswana. And our parish Global Mission
budget continues to fund scholarships so that Kwasa
School girls can pursue their educations.

(Continued on page 20)
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