




As we turn toward the Season of Advent, we are called to 
prepare our hearts, minds, and the world around us for the 
coming of the Christ child. Advent reminds us of the need to 
turn to God anew. 

It is a season of hope. 

This year in Advent, our waiting is heavy with the multivalent 
burdens of the pandemic. And even in that heaviness, we know 
we wait for the birth of God’s love incarnate. For some this year 
it might be particularly hard to anticipate and access the joy 
that Christ’s birth brings. And for others, this time might feel 
more holy than ever before. Perhaps especially in this time, 
God is with us. 

As we watch and wait for the birth of the Christ child and 
proclaim the light of Christ in the world we remember that 
Love Dwells Here.  
 
Faithfully, 

 
The Rev. Elizabeth Marie Melchionna
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ADVENT I: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

All of our livestream worship opportunities are available at: 
www.youtube.com/thechapelofthecross.

10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. - Advent Wreath Kit Pick up 
 Come by the church to pick up a prepared kit so you can make your own 
Advent wreath at home. You can order your supplies (an Oasis floral ring, 4 
candles, candle holders, florist’s pins) for $20 by clicking this link: 
https://bit.ly/3pUXGvq (Items cannot be sold separately.) 

4 p.m. - In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700.

Jesse Tree at Home
Suzanne Sauter has provided ornament pattens plus a rich history of the Jesse 
Tree at http://inthisfalsworld.blogspot.com/.

Advent
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5: 
VIRTUAL ADVENT QUIET DAY WITH THE REV. MARTIN L. SMITH 
Sponsored by the Spiritual Life Guild

Fr. Smith is well known throughout the Episcopal Church and beyond for 
his ministry of spiritual formation through retreats, preaching and teaching. 
The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will consist of a series of presentations 
interspersed with extended periods of personal prayer and reflection. The day 
will conclude around 5:00 p.m. You can register at: https://bit.ly/3fsYaUL. There 
is a $10 suggested donation to cover the costs associated with the day. 

ADVENT II: SUNDAY DECEMBER 6
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 
4 p.m. - In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 

To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700.

5:15 p.m -  Advent Lessons and Carols 
Tune in for a beautiful online service of Advent Lessons and Carols featuring 
some of your favorite readings and music of the Advent season. This service 
will feature members of the Chapel of the Cross choirs and The Rt. Rev. Anne 
Hodges-Copple officiating the service. This service will be shared with the 
entire diocese as an offering of scripture and song.

ADVENT III: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13  
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30  a.m.: Adult Formation: Praying the Great O Antiphons 

Have you ever wanted to learn more about the hymn O Come O Come Emmanuel, 
and why we sing it during Advent? Join our curate, The Rev. Amanda Bourne, 
for a musical and theological exploration of the Great O Antiphons and their 
significance throughout church history. 

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700.
 

ADVENT IV: SUNDAY DECEMBER 20 
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 a.m. - Adult Formation: Annual Advent Poetry Gathering 

This year we will move our parish’s beloved Advent poetry gathering with 
Prof. Michael McFee online. Parishioners are encouraged to share poetry that 
encourages and inspires us in the midwinter. Poetry submissions (favorites or 
original) may be sent to Noah Van Niel (nvanniel@thechapelofthecross.org) to 



Christmas



7

be compiled into a program for the morning. Register in advance here: https://
bit.ly/3o2BE8r.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
7 p.m. - Special Service Virtual Christmas Pageant

Join the Special Service community for their annual Christmas Pageant. To 
join the Zoom please reach out to Jean McDonald (jeanhixmcd@nc.rr.com).

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
7 p.m. - Virtual Carol Sing Along  

Pour some eggnog, put on your Christmas sweater, pull up a chair and sing 
along with us as we broadcast an evening of your favorite Christmas Carols from 
our hymnal. 

CHRISTMAS EVE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
12 p.m. - Virtual Christmas Pageant Premiere

We have done our best to capture 
the joy and beauty of our beloved 
parish Christmas pageant in the 
virtual realm this year. It will 
include fabulous contributions 
from our children and youth, as 
well as their families. You won’t 
want to miss it! 

At 3 p.m., 5 p.m., and 7 p.m. we hope
to be able to offer brief services 
for a limited number of in-person 
worshippers to mark the birth of Christ. Preregistration and screening will 
be required. We will have candles, some of your favorite songs of the season, 
prayers and Holy Eucharist as we mark God’s gift of light and life into our 
world in the darkest of years. Sign up here: 
https://christmaseveinthecloister.eventbrite.com

9 p.m. - Livestream Festive Holy Eucharist Rite II 

CHRISTMAS DAY: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
10 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 



Epiphany
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS: DECEMBER 27
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS: JANUARY 3
9 a.m. - Livestream Worship: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
7 p.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD: JANUARY 10
9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 a.m. Adult Formation 

We begin the new year with an Adult Formation series entitled, How Lovely is 
thy Dwelling Place: Sacred Spaces and Places which will pick up on the themes 
of the season—manifestation, revelation—and explore the ways in which God 
dwells with us in our bodies, in our homes and in our churches. We begin this 
week with a session led by our curate The Rev. Amanda Bourne on the Feast 
of the Epiphany and the Sundays following and how it teaches us that God’s 
presence makes even the most ordinary places extraordinary.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

Join the 2021 Adult Inquirer’s Course 
Participants in this course will learn from weekly gatherings about various 
aspects of our historic denomination, contemporary theology and spiritual 
practice. This class may have a mix of folks new to the Episcopal faith 
tradition, those new to Christianity, or some looking to brush up on the 
basics. All are welcome. When possible, participants will have the option to 
be Received from another tradition, Confirmed into the Episcopal Church 
tradition, or renew their Confirmation by a Bishop from the Diocese of North 
Carolina. Classes will meet via Zoom most Sundays until April 25. Contact The 
Rev. Mary Cat Young (mcyoung@thechapelofthecross.org).

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: JANUARY 17
9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 a.m. Adult Formation 

How Lovely is thy Dwelling Place: Sacred Spaces and Places this week we will 
be led by The Rev. Mary Cat Young who will help us explore the ways in which 
our body can be a dwelling place for God. 
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4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18: MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OF SERVICE 
This year our parish will be reimagining ways for us to serve our communities 
and honor Dr. King’s legacy and his calls for us to continually work for the 
holy dream of a society that is equal, just and good. More information will be 
forthcoming 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: JANUARY 24
9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:30 a.m. Adult Formation 

How Lovely is thy Dwelling Place: Sacred Spaces and Places this week we will 
be led by The Rev. Elizabeth Marie Melchionna who will help us explore the 
ways in which our homes can be a dwelling place for God.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: JANUARY 31
9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 a.m. Adult Formation 

How Lovely is thy Dwelling Place: Sacred Spaces and Places this week we will 
be led by The Rev. Noah Van Niel who will help us explore the ways in which 
our church can be a dwelling place for God.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: FEBRUARY 7
9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 a.m. Adult Formation—2021 Annual Budget Presentation 

Join us as we take a close look at the vestry approved annual budget and 
answer your questions about the financial health of the parish.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: FEBRUARY 14 
 9 a.m.: Livestream Worship—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
10:30 a.m. The Annual Parish Meeting 

Please mark your calendars to be present for the annual parish meeting in 
which we celebrate all the work of the parish in the past year and look forward 
to the work that lies ahead of us. We will thank those vestry members who are 
rotating off after their years of faithful service and welcome those who are 
newly serving.  

4 p.m.: In-person Outdoor Holy Eucharist in cloister 
To join us for this worship service, you need to register ahead of time at: 
https://bit.ly/2UU7700. 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 17
The Season of Lent begins. As we approach this date, we will determine how best 
to offer this imporatnt service safely and effectively. 




